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18 August 2010 
 

Re: MPAs and large no-fishing bans of minimum 30% of marine areas 
 

Don't be fooled by the "more and bigger fish in Marine Protected Areas" line.  This just shows no 
fishing occurs in MPA “green” zones - (ie: fishers follow the rules). But for green zones to do any 
good, the assumption used by many scientists (some of whom are terrestrial experts and hence have 
only basic understanding of processes within the marine environment) is the extra eggs and larvae of 
aquatic animals "must survive".  But if you don't look after the habitat and water quality, larvae and 
egg survival of fish, molluscs and crustaceans is very poor, or even non existent in highly polluted 
areas.  In Australian fisheries, egg production is not usually the bottleneck.  For fish, good fisheries 
management assures there are enough eggs, and if overfishing occurs, tighter fisheries management 
can be used to reverse the trend.  But we need healthy habitat and clean water to complete the cycle, 
especially in the inshore nursery areas.  Check out the paper on the next page from Weipa.  They 
record no change in fish populations or species diversity in that estuary in 20 years, despite 
recreational fishing all that time.  Why ?  Fishing at Weipa is well managed and they have a healthy 
environment. If you have good fisheries management and a clean environment, we only need small 
green zones as scientific research benchmarks.  Calls for blanket fishing area closures of 30%-50%- 
90% are barking up the wrong tree, and also tend to ignore the huge socio-economic ramifications.  
The way forward is to fix the real habitat and water quality problems, especially where they occur in 
our inshore nurseries.  No-fishing zones of ever increasing size are not the answer, as they do not 
address these real and critical issues affecting biodiversity and fisheries production in our inshore 
nursery habitats. 
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